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At Least 200 Defense Infrastructure Projects Could Be Funded
Through New Pilot Program
Last year, Congress authorized the Defense Community Infrastructure Program (DCIP) as part of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019. DCIP is designed to provide assistance from the Department of Defense (DOD) to
state and local governments to improve community infrastructure that supports a military installation, such as enhancing
readiness, resilience, or military family quality of life.
The legislative language outlines specific community infrastructure projects that would qualify for DOD assistance within DCIP.
They include “any transportation project; school, hospital, police, fire, emergency response, or other community support
facility; or water, waste-water, telecommunications, electric, gas, or other utility infrastructure project that is located off of a
military installation and owned by a State or local government.” (Continued on page 2.)

Outlook On The Future Of Privatized Military Housing
In the 1990s, Department of Defense-owned (DOD) military housing faced poor conditions and deferred maintenance, which drew
growing concerns from Congress. In response to the worsening situation Congress enacted the Military Housing Privatization Initiative
(MHPI) in 1996 to “attract private sector financing, expertise and innovation to provide necessary housing faster and more efficiently
than traditional Military Construction processes would allow.” The MHPI marked a major change for federal infrastructure by
establishing a new process for DOD and the private sector to enter into long-term military housing agreements.
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the FY 2020 National Defense Authorization Act
embraced the proposal by including it in the bill, in
addition to other accountability measures.

Legislation
•

H.R. __: Transportation, Housing and Urban Development,
and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2020 – Ordered

The future of military housing does not appear to
be headed back into full DOD ownership. Howev-

reported on May 23, 2019

•

H.R. 2960: Energy and Water Development and Related

er, new models for leasing and contracting have

Agencies Appropriations Act, 2020 – Ordered reported on

been embraced by both Congress and military

May 23, 2019

department leadership, signaling further action on
oversight should be expected in the near future.

•

H.R. 2968: Department of Defense Appropriations Act,
2020 – Ordered reported May 23, 2019

•

H.R. 2745: Military Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2020 – Ordered reported
May 15, 2019

•

Legislative Radar

S. 1434: Construction Consensus Procurement Improvement Act of 2019 – Ordered reported May 15, 2019

•

H.R. 2502: Transparency in Federal Buildings Projects Act
of 2019 – Ordered reported May 8, 2019

•

H.R. 2440: Full Utilization of the Harbor Maintenance Trust
Fund Act – Ordered reported May 8 ,2019

•

H.R. 66: Route 66 Centennial Commission Act – Passed
House February 6, 2019

Kutak Rock stays on top of all
the action on Capitol Hill. Our
Legislative Radar tracks the
most critical infrastructurerelated bills moving through the
legislative process. The following
list includes legislation ordered
reported in committee, or
passed the House or Senate.

Important Infrastructure Hearings This Quarter:

•

April 9 - “Every Life Counts: Improving the Safety of our
Nation’s Roadways”

•

April 9 - “Building Prosperity: EDA’s Role in Economic
Development and Recovery”

•

April 10 - “The Cost of Doing Nothing: Why Full Utilization
of the Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund and Investment in
our Nation’s Waterways Matter”

•

May 1 - “Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure
Members’ Day Hearing”

•

May 16 - “The Impacts of State-Owned Enterprises on
Public Transit and Freight Rail Sectors”

•

May 22 - “LIFT America: Modernizing Our Infrastructure for
the Future
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Resources
Priority Open Recommendations: U.S.
Department of Transportation

Reports and Resources

Deliver 21st Century Infrastructure
The White House

Government Accountability Office

Submitted as part of President Donald Trump’s Fiscal Year 2020

In April 2019, GAO identified 6 additional priority recommendations

budget, the Administration published a fact sheet outlining the

for OPM, bringing the total number to 16. These recommendations

administration’s infrastructure plan. The plan includes a long-term

involve the following areas: funding surface transportation; address-

surface transportation reauthorization; $200 billion for other infra-

ing safety risks; cybersecurity risks; improving management of infor-

structure priorities; and several targeted discretionary investments

mation technology (IT) workforce planning; improving federal grant

for projects such as the INFRA and BUILD grant programs.

management; improving transportation readiness.

A Vision for Green Infrastructure in Congress
Tribal Consultation: Additional Federal Actions
Needed for Infrastructure Projects

Senator Ed Markey (D-MA)
Major principles in Sen. Markey’s white paper include: Clean up the

Government Accountability Office

energy grid and cut down on energy use; factor climate and health

Based on interviews with officials from 57 tribes and 21 federal

into transportation spending; make electric and high-efficiency

agencies, as well as comments submitted by 100 tribes in 2016

vehicles affordable and available; electrify and expand mass transit;

on tribal consultation for infrastructure projects, GAO identified key

and more.

factors that tribes and agencies believe hinder effective consultation
on infrastructure projects.

State by State Infrastructure Report Cards
American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE)
ASCE published the 2019 report cards for each state’s infrastruc-

© 2019 Kutak Rock. Infrastructure Insights is Kutak Rock’s free,
quarterly newsletter providing expert analysis on key federal
infrastructure issues.
Articles are prepared by George R. Schlossberg, Dylan N. Kama,
and Megan B. Casper. To receive this newsletter, please contact
dylan.kama@kutakrock.com.

ture. Report cards include assessments of areas such as bridges,
roads, aviation, and energy.

If you have any questions, please contact George Schlossberg at
202.828.2418 or via email at george.schlossberg@kutakrock.com.
Kutak Rock LLP
1625 Eye Street NW, Suite 800
Washington, DC 20006
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