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3:45 p.m.

Lunch and Registra  on

Keynote Address
U.S. Congressman Adrian Smith (3rd District, Nebraska)
Congressman Adrian Smith will address a variety of issues relevant to agricultural policy, including the current 
Farm Bill, the compromise bill passed by Congress on gene  cally modifi ed organism (GMO) labeling, and 
policy issues related to agricultural trade.  

Ag Credit and Banking Update
Jeff rey T.  Wegner (Partner, Kutak Rock), Shane Frahm (VP Agribusiness Credit, Farm Credit Services of America) 
and Thomas Jensen (SVP and Division Manager, Agribusiness, Correspondent Banking and Renewable Fuels 
Departments, First Na  onal Bank of Omaha)
Kutak Rock senior partner and creditor’s rights a  orney Jeff  Wegner will lead a discussion with banking 
execu  ves Shane Frahm and Thomas Jensen regarding agricultural credit and lending. The panel will address 
current agricultural issues rela  ng to credit and banking and an  cipated issues rela  ng to produc  on, prices 
and credit for the 2016-2017 crop year.  Mr. Wegner also will provide an update on agricultural bankruptcy 
issues and developments in ag credit in light of the challenging agricultural economy.    

Break

Agricultural Law and Regula  on Update 
Brian C. Buescher (Partner, Kutak Rock)
Brian Buescher, Kutak Rock partner and leader of the fi rm’s Agriculture Li  ga  on Group, will provide an update 
on developments in agricultural law and the government’s regula  on of agriculture.  Mr. Buescher will discuss 
the status of the proposed EPA Waters of the United States rule, the status of GMO corn li  ga  on, challenges 
to agricultural prac  ces in confi nement facili  es, fi nal rules issued under the Food Safety Moderniza  on Act, 
new regula  ons on drones used for agricultural produc  on, the Na  onal Organic Program and its impact 
on organic produc  on, and new developments on regula  on of farm equipment repair under the Digital 
Millennium Copyright Act, among other issues.     

Firearms Regula  on Update and What You Can and Can’t Do on Your Agricultural Land
Joseph O. Kavan (Partner, Kutak Rock)
Joe Kavan, senior partner, member of Kutak Rock’s agriculture prac  ce group and leader of the fi rm’s fi rearms 
prac  ce group, will lead a discussion regarding current fi rearms law.  He will address the use of gun trusts, law 
related to the use and storage of fi rearms on agricultural land, and issues to keep in mind when considering 
hun  ng leases and allowing hun  ng on agricultural land.    

Addressing USDA Viola  ons
Dr. Michael Fisher (food safety consultant and former USDA offi  cial) and Amy L. Van Horne (Partner, Kutak Rock)
Food safety consultant Dr. Fisher and Kutak Rock partner Amy Van Horne will present an overview of best 
prac  ces for dealing with state and federal regulatory agencies. Their session will include discussions regarding 
where an inspector’s authority starts and ends, how to evaluate USDA Food Safety and Inspec  on Service (FSIS) 
non-compliance reports for poten  al appeal, how to prepare an agency appeal, and how to more eff ec  vely 
address an agency to ensure concerns are properly addressed.  

Closing Recep  on4:15 p.m.

3:15 p.m.
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2:15 p.m.

1:15 p.m.

12:45 p.m.
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Congressman Adrian Smith represents Nebraska’s Third Congressional District, which is one of the 
geographically largest congressional districts as well as the top-producing agricultural district in the country.  
As founder and co-chairman of the Modern Agriculture Caucus, he spends a signifi cant por  on of his 
 me addressing agricultural issues. Congressman Smith also sits on the powerful House Ways and Means 

Commi  ee and its subcommi  ees on Trade, Health and Social Security.  

Jeff rey T. Wegner, a senior partner, concentrates in the representa  on of creditors in bankruptcies. He 
has represented clients in bankruptcy courts in more than 47 jurisdic  ons in cases involving a wide range 
of transac  ons, including commercial real estate fi nancings, asset-based lending and real estate and lease 
fi nancings, and executory contracts. In addi  on, he has represented en   es making acquisi  ons through 

bankruptcy proceedings as well as post-pe   on lenders. He is ac  vely involved in structuring lending transac  ons 
through the use of bankruptcy-remote vehicles.

Shane Frahm is Vice President Agribusiness Credit at Farm Credit Services of America/Fron  er Farm Credit, 
where he focuses on the Beef, Swine, Dairy, Poultry and Agribusiness sectors. Previous roles include Vice 
President Credit and Resolu  ons, Agribusiness Rela  onship Manger (specializing in renewable fuels), Credit 
Leader and Financial Offi  cer.  Frahm grew up on a row crop farm in south-central Nebraska and is s  ll a 

partner in that opera  on.  He received his bachelor’s degree from the University of Nebraska, a master’s degree 
in Agricultural Economics from Purdue University and an MBA from Indiana University.  Frahm recently led a cross-
func  onal team focused on managerial accoun  ng, inventory tracking and benchmarking for producers.  

Thomas Jensen, Senior Vice President at First Na  onal Bank of Omaha, is head of the Agribusiness, 
Correspondent Banking and Renewable Fuels Departments.  Managing a por  olio of over $1.3 billion, Jensen 
and his teams are commi  ed to growing the success of their customers through long-term rela  onships 
and entrepreneurial spirit. 

In banking since 1978, he joined First Na  onal Bank in 1984 as a Senior Administra  ve Representa  ve. He was 
promoted to Senior Agricultural Lender in 1993, Department Manager in 2002 and has played an instrumental part 
in increasing the Agribusiness por  olio from $55 million in 1987 to more than $1 billion today.

Jensen holds a bachelor’s degree in Business Administra  on from the University of Nebraska at Omaha. He has 
served on the Nebraska Independent Community Bankers Board of Directors, and the Knights of Ak-Sar-Ben Board.  
Currently he is on the Duchesne Academy Boards and Ca  leFax board. Jensen also has served as a member of the 
Nebraska Ca  leman and Na  onal Ca  leman’s Beef Associa  on.

Brian C. Buescher leads the fi rm’s agribusiness li  ga  on team and represents local and na  onal clients 
in general commercial li  ga  on. He represents some of the largest agribusinesses rela  ng to disputes 
involving real estate, state and federal regula  on, environmental concerns, food products, railroad and 
transporta  on issues and contract disputes, among other ma  ers. Mr. Buescher also represents a variety 

of small or medium agribusiness en   es and individual farmers, ranchers or operators with regard to various 
disputes and advice rela  ng to agriculture. He also has experience in the area of solid waste disposal and the 
environmental considera  ons rela  ng to this industry. Mr. Buescher also works on government rela  ons ma  ers 
in Nebraska at the state and local level. He has served as lead counsel represen  ng an agribusiness client in a 
large commercial arbitra  on.
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Joseph O. Kavan, a senior partner, is a member of Kutak Rock’s Agribusiness Prac  ce Group and the founder 
and chair of the fi rm’s Na  onal Firearms Prac  ce Group. Mr. Kavan has a deep understanding of the 
statutes, rules, regula  ons and interpreta  ons of the Na  onal Firearms Act, the Gun Control Act of 1968, 
the Arms Export Control Act, the Interna  onal Traffi  cking in Arms Regula  ons (ITAR), the Na  onal Instant 

Criminal Background Check System (NICS) Regula  ons and state laws and local ordinances and their applica  on to 
fi rearms dealers, gunsmiths, manufacturers of fi rearms and ammuni  ons and fi rearms importer and exporters. He 
represents en   es involved in the fi rearms industry in their licensure, regula  on, structure, organiza  on, fi nancing 
and ongoing compliance. 

Mr. Kavan regularly interacts with state and federal regulators including the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives (BATFE), U.S. State Department, U.S. Department of Commerce as well as the offi  ces 
of various states’ a  orneys general and local enforcement authori  es. He is well versed in fi rearms regula  on 
and licensure as well as acquisi  on, disposi  on and fi nancing of en   es involved in the fi rearms industry and 
regularly advises and assists en   es and individuals involved in structuring and fi nancing transac  ons in the 
fi rearms industry.

Dr. Michael Fisher (re  red U.S. Army Col.) is a food safety consultant focused on small and very 
small federally inspected meat and poultry establishments. Dr. Fisher re  red from USDA, FSIS a  er 
more than 30 years, where he par  cipated in the implementa  on of the Pathogen Reduc  on/HACCP 
Rule, HIMP, EIAO, DVMS and PHIS programs, as well as the development of E. coli O157:H7, BSE and 

humane slaughter policies.  His military experience involved implementa  on and management of food service 
sanita  on and subsistence inspec  on programs in domes  c and overseas environments. His primary area of 
interest is promo  ng the rule of law within FSIS. Dr. Fisher is a graduate of Iowa State University and the U.S. 
Army War College. He has graduate degrees in pathology and strategic studies.

Amy L. Van Horne prac  ces in the areas of products liability, personal injury, wrongful death, trucking 
accident defense and general commercial li  ga  on. She has experience in defending food products 
claims across the supply chain. She also has extensive experience in managing products liability 
defense, both in the lead trial counsel role and in supervising li  ga  on handled by local counsel across 

the United States. Ms. Van Horne helps clients create policies and procedures related to crisis planning and 
communica  on to ensure a prompt and appropriate response to unexpected events. She advises clients on 
compliance with FDA and USDA regula  ons and food product market withdrawals and product recalls. Ms. 
Van Horne also advises clients regarding disputes before industry self-regulatory en   es such as the Na  onal 
Adver  sing Division of the Council of Be  er Business Bureaus (NAD) and the Children’s Adver  sing Review 
Unit of the Council of Be  er Business Bureaus (CARU). She also dedicates a substan  al por  on of her prac  ce 
to media  on and alterna  ve dispute resolu  on.

Presenters, cont’d.


